THE   LAST   BATTLE                                  l6l

quoted, dating from 1909, when she beheld " a black monster
with two horns, a yellow monster with three horns, and a red
monster with eight horns, fighting under a tree (birch-tree ?)
until their blood besprinkled the whole world." It is inter-
esting-to note that the total number of horns is thirteen, appar-
ently symbolical of the thirteen nations

In 1920 the Very Reverend Dr. Arnold foretold that " there
would be a great Twenty Years' War in which the whole world
would be involved. One great Emperor would perish in that
war, three great Empires would fall., ninety-nine capital cities
would be destroyed, and the last battle of that war would be
the last battle of the century."

To the same year belongs "The Vision of Jonathan"
(printed in Stockholm): " War and pestilence will lay waste
nine-and-ninety countries, and nine-and-ninety kingdoms will
vanish and rise again. The last battle will last nine-and-ninety
hours, and will be so bloody that all the victors will be able to
find room in the shade of one birch-tree>3

A German popular prophecy dating from 1923 speaks of the
battle on the Birkenfeld (Birch field).

More than two hundred similar prophetic documents of the
period between 1845 and 1944 have been preserved. In forty-
eight of these the number " thirteen " occurs; in seventy of
them the " birch-tree " appears; in fifteen merely the " tree."
It may therefore be concluded that the last battle took place in
the neighbourhood of a birch-tree. Who took part in the
struggle we do not know, but there were altogether only
thirteen men left alive out of the various armieSj and they
presumably lay down after the battle in the shade of a birch-
tree. That moment saw the end of the Greatest War.

It is, however, possible that the " birch" is brought in
symbolically, instead of a place-name. There are one hundred
and seven places in the country of the Czechs alone containing
the Czech word for birch, such .as Brezany, Brezovice, and